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Registrants: 
 
Recently, the State Board of Registration for Professional Land Surveyors (Board) has 
expended significant time investigating and prosecuting individuals and companies for 
the unauthorized practice of land surveying.  While we acknowledge that this is our 
obligation, we also believe that many of these complaints could have been averted had 
the participants been more aware of the laws governing their actions. 
 
As a registered professional, you must be aware that it is a violation of the state 
statutes to "offer" or to "provide" land surveying services in Rhode Island without a 
proper Certificate of Authorization in place.  It is also unlawful to assist someone in 
violating those statutes.  Many of the complaints that the Board has acted upon 
involved professional land surveyors who, through their registration, have assisted 
others in violating the statutes pertaining to the offering of and/or providing land 
surveying services in the state. 
 
The Board has taken the position that there is a clear distinction between being 
legitimately retained as a survey consultant for a project and providing surveying 
services directly to the public without proper authorization. 
 
Therefore, in an effort to avoid future investigations and possible penalties, we advise 
you that "…it is unlawful for any person, company, partnership, State agency, city or 
town to engage in the practice of land surveying without having a Rhode Island 
Professional Land Surveyor in responsible charge of the land surveying activities.  
Additionally, the person or legal entity engaged in land surveying must have a current 
Certificate of Authorization (COA) to practice land surveying". 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this advisement, please feel free to contact the 
Board at anytime.  
 
 
 
Louis Federici, PLS     Alfred W. DiOrio, PLS 
Legislation Committee Chair    Vice Chairman 
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